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This picture of President Kennedy and Mayor R.J. Notham was taken when JFK 
visited Durand in 1960 and was featured in the Courier Wedge along with the 

below article. 

 

The President of the United States was assassinated Friday as he waved to a 
welcoming crowd of spectators in Dallas, Tex. Struck in the head and neck by 
bullets, John F. Kennedy was rushed to Parkland Memorial hospital in Dallas, 
where he died within an hour. 

Another passenger in the Presidential automobile, Gov. John Connelly of Texas, 
also was the victim of a sniper's shell. The bullet passed into his back, through his 
ribs and into a hip. At the same hospital, he began recovery after being listed in 
serious, but not critical condition. 



Wives of the two men rode in the open top car also. Mrs. Kennedy held the head 
of her husband after he crumpled face downward from the shots. Doctors said 
the wounds were so massive he never had hope for life. 

Taken into custody by Dallas police and charged with the assassination was Lee 
Harvey Oswald, a 24 year old former marine from Fort Worth, Tex., who applied 
for citizenship in Russia four years ago while overseas. He married a Russian 
factor worker and became the father of a child. 

Held under heavy guard at Dallas city police station, Oswald was being prepared 
for transit to Dallas county jail when he, too, was shot and killed. A Dallas night 
club owner, Jack Leon Ruby, lunged forward into a line of photographers and 
reporters in the basement of the city jail, pulled a 38 caliber pistol from his pocket 
and snapped the trigger at close range. Oswald crumpled to the floor from his 
wound. Take to Parkland Memorial Hospital, he died shortly after arrival, only a 
few feet from the area where President Kennedy had been treated earlier. 

Police said Ruby had a record of arrests and was known to have a fiery temper. 
Before coming to Dallas, he had been in Chicago under the name of Jack 
Rubenstein. Attorneys for the man indicated they would plead he was suffering 
from temporary insanity when he attacked Oswald. 

News of the assassination of the President sent a hush across the nation. With 
disbelief, people watched television and listened to radios. Daily newspapers 
carried detailed accounts on the fantastic succession of events. Mr. Kennedy 
became the fourth president to be killed in office. The last was William McKinley, 
who expired eight days after being shot Sept. 6, 1901, by an anarchist. 

Shots which killed President Kennedy apparently came from a building which was 
a depository for Texas school books. It overlooked an underpass which the 
motorcade was approaching at the time of the slaying. A rifle with telescopic 
sights and spent cartridges was located on the second floor of the depository. 
Bullets which hit the president came from a 45 degree angle about 12:30, p.m. 

Oswald was arrested in a theater building several blocks from the scene of the 
assassination. A Dallas policeman, J.D. Tippett, was shot a short distance from the 
theater and witnesses said the attacker entered the theater. Approached by 
police in the theater, Oswald pulled a gun and snapped the trigger, but it failed to 
fire. Later investigation linked him with the depository building, where he worked, 



and with ownership of the gun which fired the bullets that hit Mr. Kennedy. 
Oswald, however, denied shooting anyone. 

The body of President Kennedy was flown back to Washington, D.C., where the 
sealed casket was on display Saturday in the East room of the White House for 
government dignitaries. Sunday it was moved by horse drawn caisson to the 
rotunda of the national capitol, where the public was permitted to file past 
throughout the day and night. A catafalque which held the coffin of Abraham 
Lincoln, another American martyr, was used for the bier. 

Monday, Catholic funeral services were held in St. Mark's cathedral of 
Washington by Cardinal Richard Cushing of Boston, a family friend. Princes, 
emperors, chancellors, premiers and other leaders of foreign nations gathered for 
the last rites. Burial was in Arlington National Cemetery, where an eternal light 
was started by the widow of the President. 

Before the body of President Kennedy was taken from Dallas, a new national 
leader was sworn into office. Vice-President Lyndon Johnson was elevated as he 
took his oath from a federal district judge, Sarah Hughes, in the Presidential 
plane. Almost at once he began conferences with American and overseas 
government officials to chart his future course. 

President Kennedy is remembered fondly at Durand, having made a campaign 
stop at the high school Feb. 26, 1960, before he won election. Welcoming him to 
the city was Mayor R. J. Notham and a Democratic party official, Thomas Jordan. 
At the time, Mr. Kennedy was United States senator from Massachusetts. 
Accompanying him to Durand was his brother, Robert Kennedy, who later became 
attorney general of the United States. 

Speaking to 500 people in the school auditorium, Mr. Kennedy urged students to 
perform something worthy of remembrance in their lifetime. He urged stronger 
dairy marketing co-operatives, expansion of food for peace programs and a 
greater American military effort. In a primary election in 1960, Mr. Kennedy 
carried Wisconsin over Senator Hubert Humphrey of Minnesota. 

After the death of the President, athletic and social events of a public nature were 
canceled. Durand high school dropped its pending basketball game with New 
Richmond and classes were dismissed entirely Monday. The Minnesota-Wisconsin 



football game, an intense rivalry, awaited Saturday at Minneapolis, was 
rescheduled for Thanksgiving Day at 10:30 a.m. 

Merchants of Durand halted business operations between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Monday during funeral services for the late president. Many flags lined Main St. at 
half staff. Postal deliveries stopped Monday. Gov. Reynolds of Wisconsin, who 
went to Washington for the last rites, ordered a 30 day mourning period in the 
state. 

President Kennedy was the fourth national leader to die by assassination. First 
was Abraham Lincoln, who expired Apr. 14, 1865. Next was James A. Garfield, 
who was hit July 2, 1881. The other was William McKinley. 

Theodore Roosevelt, campaigning in Milwaukee, was wounded Oct. 14, 1912, but 
completed a long speech before he even reported for hospitalization. Bullets 
were fired at Franklin D. Roosevelt Feb. 15, 1933, in Miami, Fla., but only a nearby 
dignitary, Mayor Anton J. Cermak of Chicago, was killed. Harry S. Truman was a 
target Nov. 1, 1950, as he neared Blair house in Washington, but he was not hurt. 
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